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DURSLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Council  Offices, 

Kingshill, 

Dursley,  Gloucestershire. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER.  1951 

Mr.  Chairman,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  fifth  Annual  Report  to  the 
Dursley  Rural  District  Council. 

The  Report  is  based  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  42/51,  issued  on  ihe  1 Oth  December,  1951.  This  refers  to 
Articles  6(3)  and  17(5)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (outside  London) 
Regulations,  1935,  and  Article  14(3)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
Order,  1926,  and  requests  that  the  Council  will  direct  that  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1951  be  pre- 
pared on  the  lines  of  that  for  1950.  Besides  dealing  generally  with 
matters  within  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  responsibility 
regarding  public  health  and  preventive  medicine,  the  Report 
should,  as  appropriate,  deal  specifically  with  the  matters  indicated 
below.  Most  of  the  matters  referred  to  are  Count)  Council 
functions,  except  for  the  ones  I have  dealt  with. 

(1)  National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  47.  Removal  to 
suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 
attention; 

(2)  Water  Supply; 

(3)  Sewerage; 

(4)  Food— Meat,  Milk  and  other  Foods; 

(5)  Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks; 

(6)  Byelaws  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
1938; 

(7)  Clean  Food  Campaigns. 

1 feel  that  during  the  year  we  have  made  considerable  progress 
in  the  Public  Health  field.  Our  Safe  Food  Campaign  was  carried 
on  during  the  Year  by  more  frequent  inspections  of  food  premises, 
lectures  and  film  shows  to  employers  and  employees  of  these 
premises,  and  a very  successful  Health  and  Safe  Food  Exhibition 
in  August  which  attracted  large  crowds  during  the  week  of 
showing. 

I think  that  a large  part  of  the  populace  now  realise  the 
importance  of  clean  and  safe  food  and  may  help  to  further  our 
campaign  by  propaganda  and  reporting  any  breaches  of  hygiene  in 
the  shops  and  restaurants. 

We  have  been  very  lucky  in  that  there  has  been  no  changes 
among  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  which  has 
functioned  as  a team  right  through  the  Year.  It  means  a lot  to 
have  loyal  and  conscientious  officers  in  a department  and  I feel 
that  in  this  district  we  have  got  them. 


As  you  can  see  from  the  Vital  Statistics,  the  population  has 
dropped  slightly.  I have  no  explanation  of  this  although  it  is  the 
first  we  have  had  since  1937.  The  Birth  Rate  has  again  fallen  and 
is  well  below  the  average  for  England  and  Wales.  I should  like 
again  to  emphasise  to  the  House  Letting  Committee  the  importance 
of  building  smaller  houses  to  rehouse  young  married  couples  as 
soon  as  possible.  Fortunately,  the  Death  Rate  is  still  dropping 
and  is  now  well  below  that  for  England  and  Wales.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  Average  Age  of  Death  in  the  district  is  quite  high — 
68.05  years.  In  the  last  five  years  it  has  gone  up  from  the  fifty 
year  group  to  the  sixty,  and  I am  hoping  that  next  year  we  can  step 
into  the  seventy  year  old  group.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Preventive 
Medicine  can  claim  a share  in  this  increase  along  with  the  improved 
medical  services  in  other  branches.  Mainly,  however,  the  increase 
is  bound  to  be  due  to  the  new  drugs  of  the  Sulphonamide  group, 
penicillin,  streptomycin,  and  other  newer  antibiotics. 

We  have  had  the  biennial  epidemic  of  measles  during  the  year 
which  has  put  our  infectious  disease  returns  up  a lot.  There  has 
also  been  quite  a few  sporadic  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  scattered  all 
over  the  district.  During  the  months  of  January  and  February,  I 
was  worried  about  the  spread  of  influenza  and  influenzial 
pneumonia  in  the  district.  Fortunately  my  fears  were  unfounded 
as  most  of  the  cases  were  mild  in  character  and  not  of  the  Virus  A 
type.  However,  quite  a few  older  people  succumbed  to  the  disease 
and  we  had  19  dea'hs  from  influenzial  pneumonia. 

We  must  always  be  on  the  alert  for  an  epidemic  of  this  nature 
as  the  virus  seems  to  spread  among  the  population  so  quickly. 

The  Housing  Committee  have  progressed  favourably  in  re- 
housing the  most  urgent  cases  in  the  District.  I know  that  this  is 
one  of  the  most  important  functions  of  Public  Health,  and  these 
families  benefit  physically  as  well  as  psychologically.  I hope  that 
the  rehousing  will  continue  with  renewed  vigour  in  the  years  to 
come. 

In  conclusion,  1 again  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  and  encouragement  given  me  during  the  year  by  the  Chair- 
man and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  may  I 
again  thank  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  other 
departments  of  the  Council  for  their  support  and  loyalty  during 
the  Year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


W.  J.  DOUGLAS  COOPER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Darsley  Rural  District  Council. 


PART  I. 

GENERAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH 

L— SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

No  important  change  has  taken  place  in  the  nature  of  the  chief 
trades  carried  out  in  the  district.  They  are: — 

(1)  Agriculture  and  Allied  Trades. 

(2)  Braid  and  Loom  Elastic  and  Smallwares. 

(3)  Flour  Mill. 

(4)  Baking. 

(5)  General  Engineering. 

(6)  Electrical  Engineering. 

(7)  Carpet  Manufacturing. 

(8)  Cloth  Manufacturing. 

(9)  Paper  Pulping  Mills. 

(10)  Fibre  Box  Manufacturers. 

(11)  Wood  Turneries. 

2.— STATISTICS,  1951. 

(a)  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  District 

26,905  acres 

Population 

16,985 

Number  of  inhabited  properties 

5,185 

Number  of  inhabitants  per  property  ... 

3.276 

Rateable  Value 

£71,856 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate 

£284 

Number  of  Council  Houses  ... 

1,109 

Number  of  Requisitioned  Houses 

24 

Percentage  of  Council  Houses 

21.39 

Inhabited  Properties: 

Houses 

4,821 

Farms 

170 

Houses  and  Shops 

144 

Public  Houses 

50 

Total: 

5,185 

Percentage  of  population  served  by  Main  water  ...  98% 

Percentage  of  population  served  by  modern 

sewers  66% 

Varying  Populations  of  Dursley  Rural  District. 

Year 

Population 

1901  

11,636 

1911  

12.233 

1921  

12,560 

1931  

13,217 

1937  

1 4.400 

(b) 


Year 


Population 


1938  

14,600 

1939  

16,122 

1946  

16,220 

1947  

16,290 

1948  

16,610 

1949  

16,870 

1950  

17,080 

1951  

16,985 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births:  Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  241 

123 

118 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  6 

4 

2 

Total:  247 

127 

120 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  Mid  1951 

14.62 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  per 

1,000 

Civilian  Population 

15.5 

Comparability  Factor  for  Births  is 

1.08 

Therefore  Birth  Rate  (comparable)— 1.08 

x 14.62=15.79 

Still  Births:  Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  8 

6 

2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  1 

1 

— 

Total:  9 

7 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  ... 

0.52 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales,  per 

1,000  Civilian  Population  ... 

0.36 

Deaths: 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  in  Dursley 

Rural  District 

182 

88  of  these  were  Males  and  94  Females. 


Death  Rate  in  Dursley  Rural  District 
1951  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 
Death  Rate,  England  & Wales  per  1,000 
Civilian  Population 

Death  Rate  in  126  County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns  (including  London)  ... 
Death  Rate  in  148  Smaller  Towns 
Death  Rate  in  London  Administrative 
County 

The  average  age  of  Male  Deaths  in 
Dursley  during  the  year  was 


10.77 

12.6 

13.4 

12.5 

17.8 

64.18  years 
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The  average  age  of  Female  Deaths  in 

Dursley  during  the  year  was  ...  73.11  years 

Making  the  average  age  of  all  deaths 

during  the  year  in  Dursley  ...  ...  68.05  years 

Comparability  Factor  for  Deaths  is  ...  0.96 


Therefore  Death 

Rate  (comparable)- 

-0.96  x 10.77 

= 10.34 

Longevity  of  the  District. 

Ages  at  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0 — 1 year 

3 

1 

4 

1 — 5 years 

1 

1 

2 

5 — 20  years 

3 

— 

3 

20 — 30  years 

3 

— 

3 

30 — 40  years 

3 

1 

4 

40 — 50  years 

4 

2 

6 

50 — - 60  years 

12 

9 

21 

60 — 70  years 

12 

17 

29 

70 — 80  years 

26 

25 

51 

80—  90  years 

21 

33 

54 

90 — 100  years 

...  ...  — 

5 

5 

Total  88 

94 

182 

This  table  shows  that  the  majority  of  deaths  are  taking  place 
in  the  60 — 90  age  groups. 


Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  Childbirth. 


From  Sepsis 

, , . •••  , . . 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  (live 

and  still  births)  ... 

Nil 

This  Rate  has  been  nil  for  the  past  five  years  and  speaks  highly 
of  the  care  given  to  the  mothers  during  childbirth  by  the  local  mid- 
wives, General  Practitioners,  Hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  3 1 4 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Infant  Mortality  Rate: 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per 

1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  29.6 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  16.6 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1.000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 


Sex 

Age 

Cause  of  Death. 

M 

3 hours 

Asphyxia  and  Prematurity. 

M 

5 days 

Atelectasis  and  Prematurity. 

M 

4 days 

Jaundice  and  Prematurity. 

F 

4 months 

Meningococcal  Septicaemia. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  3 — 3 

Illegitimate 

Tuberculosis  Deaths. 

There  were  2 deaths  attributed  to  Tuberculosis — 2 females. 
The  average  age  of  these  deaths  was  36.0  years. 

Diabetic  Deaths. 

There  was  1 death  from  this  disease. 


Coronary  Thrombosis  Deaths. 

There  were  13  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 


The  most  common  causes  of  death  in 
therefore: 

this  district 

Fleart  Disease 

65  cases 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

33  cases 

Cancer 

16  cases 

t 

Infant  Deaths 

4 cases 

Pneumonia 

1 3 cases 

Tuberculosis 

2 cases 

Bronchitis 

7 cases 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

19  cases 

All  Other  Accidents 

4 cases 
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Authority  : 
DURSLEY  R.D.C. 


Causes  of  Deaths. 


Year  1951' 


A S 

1 

1 1 1 

1 

1 

1 

R ^ 

1 

tO 

LO 

1 

tO 

1 

to 

1 

to 

£ 

T-‘ 

tO 

1 

<N 

■'F 

\0 

1 . Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

3 

1 

1 

4.  Diphtheria 

4 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . . 

5 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

6 

l 

1 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

7 

8.  Measles 

8 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . 

9 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

10 

1 

1 

2 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung  & bronchus 

11 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

12 

1 

2 

1 

4 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

13 

14.  Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

14 

1 

2 

3 

4 

10 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

15 

16.  Diabetes  . . 

16 

1 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

17 

1 

5 

9 

18 

33 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  . . ■ 

18 

3 

4 

6 

13 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

19 

2 

2 

4 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

20 

1 

5 

11 

31 

48 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

21 

1 

2 

3 

22.  Influenza 

22 

1 

2 

3 

23.  Pneumonia 

23 

1 

1 

5 

5 

1 

13 

24.  Bronchitis 

24 

1 

1 

5 

7 

25.  Other  diseases  if  respiratory  system 

25 

4 

4 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

26 

2 

1 

1 

4 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

27 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

28 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

29 

3 

3 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

30 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

31 

l 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

32 

2 

.1 

1 

3 

2 

10 

19 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

33 

1 

1 

2 

34.  All  other  accidents 

34 

3 

1 

4 

35.  Suicide 

35 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

36 

Total 

182. 

COMPARABLE  TABLES  FOR  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS. 
Birth  Rates  Dursley  Rural  District. 


1947 

17.4 

1948 

• • * • • * 

18.1 

1950 

England  and 

Wales 

15.8 

1949 

1950 

1951 



15.8 

15.6 

15.79 

1951 

England  and 

Wales 

15.5 
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Death  Rates 

Dursley  Rural  District. 

• 

1947 

10.8 

1948 

9.3  1950 

England  and 

Wales 

11.6 

1949 

12.03  1951 

England  and 

Wales 

12.5 

1950 

11.4 

1951 

10.34 

Average  age  of  Death,  Dursley  Rural 

District. 

1948 

63.5  years 

1949 

61.3  years 

1950 

64.88  years 

1951 

68.05  years 

Infant  Mortality  Rates,  Dursley  Rural 

District. 

1947 

23.9 

1948 

19.6 

. 

1949 

22.6  1950 

England  and 

Wales 

29.8 

1950 

29.9  1951 

England  and 

Wales 

29.6 

1951 

16.2 

3.— DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


This  Scheme  has  continued  to  progress,  thanks  to  the  co- 
operation of  the  General  Practitioners,  District  Nurses,  Health 
Visitors  and  School  Teachers,  not  to  speak  of  the  parents. 


11 


I 


LO 

O' 


M 

G 

• »“H 

Sh 

G 

13 

13 

<u 

X 

•4—* 

o 

c 

43 

<u 

£ 

CO 

-n 

u 

X 

•M 

X 

CX 


CO 
43 
c o 
o3 
43 

o 


c 

o 

• rH 

4— > 

<3 

C/5 

• *“H 

c 

G 


• 2 
"C 
<u 

X 

•(-> 

X 

a 


<-1-1 

o 

43 

c o 

u 

G 

o 

u 

cO 

13 

43 

■»-> 

4) 


O 

o 

4) 

> 

03 

X 

O 

X 

£ 

4) 

be 


co 

tn 

C3 

43 

in 


t-, 

4) 

~G 

C 

G 

C 

,C 

+-> 

C3 

3 

a 

c 

Oh 

2 

• 

X 

o 

C-M 

Q 

43 

be 

03 

■M 

G 

43 

o 

tH 

43 

CL. 


C co  X 
T3  S-tC 


O ■ 
G X 


43 


ccs  bfi 

~ G +->  Vh 

^ £.2^  £ 
« & 3-d  <U 

?'Sr 

° cK  o 

(is  H C3 

x 22  £ 


13 

<u  4) 

CO  J 

‘5  ;~~X 

G >;•  G 

C3G3  . 0-, 


- 1/3 

CO  Ih 


4) 


CO 


■ £ 43 

• »-H 

52  £•- 

co.2> 

«J  13 

^x  £ 

qj  X 4) 

x2x 

•m  41 
O 1-i 


c 

03 

O 

43 


■t-i  03 

OX 


ir> 


o 

co 


u, 

43 

13 

C 

G 

C 

41 

i-H 

13 


C 

-g 

13  0 

4> 

C 


£ 

4) 

£ 


oS 


c3 


4) 

£ 
4) 
_3 
. 43 

>'zn 

x 

43 

X 


—i  03 


X 

o 

Vm 

o 


be 

G 

• H 

X 

J3 

2 

C 


C 

4» 

43 

X 

£>  «« 

bC  c3 

03  _r- 
■*->  -1- 
C qj 
43  j_ 

O 3 

a, 4:5  os 

43  .2  Cfl 
X X 

^ 4H  X 

.G  X ~ 

£ 43 
43  <3  X 

C/5 

ctf  - o 

<U  C CJ 

o ° x 

C -O 

— 03  3 

— X CL 


41  O 

2 o 

3 X 

r ° 

c cn 


CO 

O 

C 

X 


•£  2 

O ^ 

^.2 
c ~ 

co  c 

■!_>  03 
CCS  43 

1h  X 

c x 

u 

c X 

i-s 

1 1 

X 0-i 


CO 

1-4 

43 

> 


4_, 

c 

c 


G 

43 

43 

X 

co 

G 

X 

-M 

CO 

03 

X 

43 

1h 

43 

X 

h 


be- 

43  • 
Ih 

43 

X 


C c 


o3 

1-4  X 
43  qj 


43 


, 43 

' X 


O' 

f<1 

m 

r- 


43 

X 


G 

43 

o 

o 

C3 

1- i 

Gh 

£^x 

43  4;  -M 

C C ° 

43  O — 

O ’G  2 

-43-3 

2- °  G 


CO 


CO 

43  . , 

u X 


c 

43 

l-i 

03 

CX-3 

C 


C 

C3 

O 


-t-> 

l-l 

2 

x 

43 

C 

o 

4-> 

c 

43 

£ 

43 

> 

co 

X 


43 


03 

43 

43 


P X 

£ ^ 

— 'HH  jl  rl  '—I 

X O X O X 


43 

Sh 

G 

br 


12 
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Total  449 


Infectious  Disease  Statistics 
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4.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


General  Remarks: 

During  the  Year  we  have  been  comparatively  free  from  any 
severe  form  of  infectious  disease  with  the  exception  of  the  mild 
epidemic  of  influenza  which  affected  the  population  during  the 
months  of  January  and  February.  During  this  period,  I was  con- 
stantly in  touch  with  the  General  Practitioners  and  larger  firms  of 
the  District  to  ascertain  the  type  of  influenza  that  was  hitting  the 
populace  and  the  extent  of  the  epidemic. 


The  influenza  was  mostly  of  a mild  type  of  around  48  hour 
duration,  but  most  of  those  affected  were  away  from  work  for  up- 
wards of  a week.  None  of  the  symptoms  and  signs  were  severe 
enough  to  make  one  think  that  the  Virus  “ A ” type  had  arrived  in 
the  District  even  though  it  was  reported  in  other  areas  where 
epidemics  were  prevalent.  However,  the  disease  seemed  to  hit  the 
older  generation  and  we  had  19  reported  deaths  from  influenzal 
pneumonia  with  probably  a few  others  at  that  particular  time 
accelerated  by  the  same  organism. 


During  this  period  1 was  able  to  obtain  the  numbers  of  people 
drawing  National  Insurance  during  the  weeks  of  epidemic  pro- 
portions. This  was  most  helpful  as  it  gave  some  idea  of  the 
relative  morbidity  rate  of  sickness  in  the  area.  I am  indebted  to 
the  local  Manager  of  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  for  being 
helpful  in  this  direction.  Other  morbidity  rates  were  obtained 
from  the  larger  schools  and  factories  in  the  area. 


It  was  a bit  frightening  for  a few  weeks  and  just  shows  that 
we  must  be  constantly  on  the  alert  for  Virus  “ A ” infections  with 
influenza  and  if  such  should  arise  in  another  year,  I do  hope  that 
the  populace  will  realise  the  importance  of  immediately  staying 
away  from  work,  school,  places  of  entertainment,  etc.,  once  the 
symptoms  appear.'  They  should  go  home  and  call  in  a doctor  if 
the  symptoms  are  severe.  Similarly  far  too  many  people  with 
severe  colds  stay  on  at  work  and  spread  the  virus  among  their 
co-workers  From  a national  point  of  view  it  is  much  more 
important  to  stay  at  home  and  get  rid  of  the  cold  quickly  rather 
than  infect  hundreds  of  others  by  sneezing  and  coughing  in  work, 
places  of  entertainment,  public  transport,  etc. 

The  only  other  disease  with  epidemic  proportions  was  that  of 
Measles  which  fortunately  was  mild  in  character  with  few  compli- 
cations and  there  were  no  admissions  to  hospital  for  the  disease  nor 
any  deaths 
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Whooping  Cough. 

Again  there  were  94  sporadic  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  all 
over  the  district  as  compared  with  110  last  Year.  Most  of  the 
cases  occurred  early  in  the  year  so  may  have  been  the  remains  of 
the  previous  year’s  mild  epidemic. 


The  age  groups  were  something  similar  to  last  year: 


Under  1 year 

1 year  old  ... 

2 years  old  ... 

3 years  old  ... 

4 — 5 years  old 
6 — 9 years  old 
10 — 14  years  old 


• 5 cases 
10  cases 
14  cases 
13  cases 
41  cases 
10  cases 
1 case 


Total:  94  cases 


The  remarks  I made  about  this  disease  in  last  year’s  Report 
still  apply  and  need  not  be  repeated. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  41  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  to  this  Authority 
by  General  Practitioners  during  the  Year.  Many  more  must  have 
occurred  as  the  disease  is  so  mild  these  days  that  the  symptoms  and 
signs  are  over  before  the  doctor  can  be  called  in. 

The  rash  is  much  less  severe  than  formerly  and  may  only  last 
for  about  24  hours  and  the  other  symptoms  are  often  so  slight  that 
the  child  feels  lit  in  48  hours.  This,  however,  causes  a lot  of  the 
spread  of  infection  as  mothers  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  keep 
these  children  isolated  for  the  recognised  period  and  so  neighbours 
and  school  pals  become  infected.  I feel,  also,  that  the  child  or 
adult  with  a streptococcal  tonsillitis  is  a positive  danger  and  should 
be  isolated  just  as  much  as  the  scarlatina  patient.  The  strepto- 
coccus organism  causes  both  diseases — in  fact,  there  is  still  little 
difference  except  that  in  one  case  the  child  is  susceptible  to  the 
toxin  through  its  skin  and  the  other  in  its  throat.  For  these 
reasons,  1 often  think  it  ludicrous  to  disinfect  the  household  after 
scarlet  fever  and  not  do  the  same  after  tonsillitis.  The  disinfection 
probable  helps  the  family  psychologically  but  from  a preventive 
angle,  I am  sure  does  little  good. 

Diphtheria. 

We  have  not  had  a case  of  this  infectious  disease  for  some 
years  now.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  scheme  for  diphtheria 
immunisation  in  the  County  has  had  a lot  to  do  with  this.  The 
percentage  of  child  population  under  15  years  of  age  who  have 
completed  a course  of  immunisation  was  72.5%  last  year.  We 
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must  not  be  content  with  this  figure  or  allow  it  to  become 
diminished.  Even  though  we  are  having  no  cases  it  is  still  most 
important  to  keep  the  immunisation  rate  high  otherwise  the  disease 
may  return  with  its  old  virulence. 

Pneumonia. 

I  have  already  made  some  opening  remarks  about  the 
influenzal  part  of  this  disease.  47  cases  of  it  were  notified  as  com- 
pared with  9 last  year.  Of  the  influenzal  pneumonia  deaths — 8 
were  males  and  1 1 females,  and  the  average  age  of  death  among 
this  group  was  62.5  years.  Some  of  the  others  which  were  just 
notified  as  pneumonia  may  have  been  of  the  influenzal  type. 

10  of  the  deaths  were  in  children  under  15  years  of  age,  mostly 
suffering  from  bronchial  pneumonia  which  in  many  cases  was 
initiated  by  an  attack  of  whooping  cough  and  shows  the  serious 
complications  of  this  serious  disease  of  childhood/ 

Measles. 

The  measles  epidemic  was  scattered  all  over  the  district  and 
fortunately  was  mild  in  character.  Once  complications  do  occur, 
the  administration  of  the  sulphonamide  and  penicillin  drugs  seem 
to  clear  them  up  very  quickly  and  so  we  do  not  see  so  much  of 
the  chronic  discharging  ear  after  measles  nor  the  broncho 
pneumonia  and  bronchitis  that  one  used  to  see. 

The  age  groups  may  be  interesting:-- 

Under  1 year 

1 year  old  ... 

2 years  old  ... 

3 years  old  ... 

4 — 5 years  old 

6 — 9 years  old 

10 — 14  'years  old  ... 

Over  1 5 years  old  ... 


Total 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  or  Meningitis. 

Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year.  Both 
were  female  children  of  fourteen  months  and  1 1 years  respectively. 
They  were  admitted  to  Gloucester  Hospitals  and  both  made  a fufi 
recovery. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

This  disabling  disease  was  fortunately  not  nearly  so  prevalent 
all  over  the  country  this  year.  Last  year  in  England  and  Wales  it 


2 

cases 

18 

cases 

25 

cases 

40 

cases 

83 

cases 

77 

cases 

3 

cases 

13 

cases 

262 

cases 

was  reckoned  that  there  were  0.18  cases  of  the  disease  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  This  year  the  relative  figure  is  0.03  which  is 
six  times  less  cases.  Last  year  we  had  9 cases  in  the  District  but 
during  1951  no  cases  were  notified. 

General  Information  about  Infectious  Diseases. 

Again,  on  another  page,  I have  published  the  relative  death 
rates  from  infectious  diseases  per  1.000  of  the  mid  year  population. 
You  will  also  find  there  the  relative  morbidity  rates  for  infectious 
disease  per  1,000  of  the  population.  These  rates  are  compared 
with  those  for  England  and  Wales  and  other  towns  and  counties. 
The  differences  in  many  cases  observed  while  comparing  the 
figures  with  other  much  larger  areas  may  have  little  statistical 
significance  due  to  the  small  population  involved. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Tuberculosis  state  according  to  the  Register  kept  at  31st 

December,  1951. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

. Males  Females  Total  Males  Females  Tot^1 

Number  of  cases  of 

Tuberculosis  on  the 

Register  at  end  of 

1951  48  38  86  13  13  26 

Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Total:  112  cases 

Number  of  Cases  removed  from  the  Register 

during  the  Year  ...  ...  ...  ...  11  case^ 

Number  of  cases  notified  to  me  for  the  first  time 

during  the  Year  ...  ...  ...  ...  28  case^ 

Of  the  28  new  or  transfer  cases  put  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  for  the  first  time  during  the  Year,  17  were  pulmonary,  10 
Non-Pulmonary,  and  one  of  both  types.  One  of  them  died  from 
tubercular  meningitis,  and  Miliary  Tuberculosis — one  new  transfer 
from  Wilts  was  removed  from  the  Register  as  cured  during  the 
Year,  and  two  of  the  others  left  the  area  after  notification. 

The  10  Non-Pulmonary  cases  were  composed  of  8 cases  of 
glands,  one  bony  infection,  and  one  Urinary  Tract  infection.  In 
the  case  of  the  glandular  infection,  the  milk  supply  to  the  house- 
hold was  examined  biologically  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli, 
but  was  not  found  in  any  milk  sample  taken. 

Even  so,  I still  look  forward  to  the  day  when  Dursley  District 
milk  consumers  are  only  supplied  with  pasteurised  T.T.  milk  as 
there  is  still  far  too  much  raw  milk  consumed  which  may  at  any 
time  be  infected  with  the  Tubercle  Bacilli. 
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Two  of  the  Pulmonary  cases  notified — males  aged  19  and  43 
years  respectively  were  diagnosed  while  they  were  serving  in  His 
Majesty’s  Services. 

Tuberculosis  is  probably  the  most  deadly  infectious  disease 
that  we  have  to  deal  with  these  days.  Although  only  two  deaths 
occurred  in  the  area  during  the  year,  28  new  cases  were  added  to 
the  Register  which  makes  us  with  still  1 12  cases  under  supervision 
in  the  District.  The  mortality  rate  appears  to  diminish  each  year 
probably  due  to  the  advent  of  the  new  drugs  streptomycin  and 
P.A.S.  and  also  to  the  more  advanced  knowledge  of  chest  surgery. 
However,  the  morbidity  rate  does  not  seem  to  diminish.  This  may 
be  due  to  the  better  means  of  diagnosis,  including  Mass 
Radiography,  less  fear  of  the  disease  on  the  part  of  the  patient  and 
the  advent  of  the  National  Health  Act  enabling  people  to  be 
examined  by  their  General  Practitioner  free  of  cost. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  to  get  the  cases  early  is  what  we  want 
and  Mass  Radiography  is  certainly  revealing  these  besides  many 
other  chest  and  heart  complaints. 

I should  like  to  see  the  day  when  every  member  of  this  com- 
munity was  Mass  Radiographed  once  a year  and  this  chance  is 
going  to  be  yours. 

The  Gloucestershire  Mass  Radiography  Unit  has  now 
promised  to  come  to  this  District  annually  to  examine  the 
employees  of  the  Industrial  Firms,  older  school  children  and  any 
other  members  of  the  public  who  wish  to  take  advantage  of  this 
grand  form  of  preventive  medicine. 

During  1951,  the  Mass  Radiography  team  from  Bristol  carried 
out  a survey  of  the  large  firm  of  Messrs.  R.  A.  Lister  & Co.,  and 
other  smaller  industrial  concerns  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  Unit 
was  stationed  in  the  Medical  Centre  of  Listers  and  I am  indebted 
to  the  Directors  for  allowing  employees  of  other  firms  and 
members  of  the  general  public  to  take  advantage  of  the  Unit  while 
it  was  in  the  area.  This  survey  showed  a number  of  early  cases 
and  they  received  priority  Sanitorium  treatment,  where  considered 
necessary. 

Unfortunately  Tuberculosis  means  the  younger  age  group  and 
as  it  is  such  a long  term  disease  the  industrial  output  of  the  nation 
is  diminished  considerably  by  this  type  of  infection.  For  example 
the  average  age  of  the  28  new  cases  this  year  is  25.2  years.  The 
treatment  is  still  a prolonged  affair  but  the  results  are  showing  con- 
siderable improvement  with  diminished  mortality. 

I still  look  forward  to  the  day  when  this  infectious  disease  can 
be  wiped  out  by  a specific  drug.  In  the  meantime,  I think  we  can 
do  a lot  to  help  these  unfortunate  families  by  financial  aid  and 
rehousing  where  necessary. 


5.— NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (Section  47). 


During  the  Year  two  cases  of  persons  alleged  to  have  been  in 
need  of  care  and  attention  were  referred  to  me. 

The  first  man  was  a man  of  about  65  years  of  age  living  in  a 
type  of  caravan,  and  on  investigation  it  was  found  that  he  was  not 
incapable  of  looking  after  himself.  He  refused  to  accept  hostel 
accommodation  offered  to  him  by  the  County  Welfare  Officer,  and 
soon  after  our  investigations  he  left  the  area  and  has  not  since 
returned. 

The  second  case  was  of  a man  aged  65  years  living  in  a part 
of  a house.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  a nephew  of  this 
person  was  living  in  the  other  part  of  the  house.  The  man  was 
capable  of  looking  after  himself,  and  was  receiving  attention  from 
his  nephew  and  other  relatives.  He  had  been  offered  accommo- 
dation in  a British  Legion  Home  which  he  refused.  No  action  in 
this  case  was  considered  necessary. 

6.— MILK  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  104  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination,  and  28  results  were  unsatisfactory. 

The  practice  of  sending  the  results  of  all  bacteriological 
samples  of  milk  to  the  County  Milk  Production  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  has  been  continued.  These 
results  are  always  acknowledged  by  the  Officer  concerned  and  in 
recent  months  it  has  been  usual  for  her  to  inform  us  that  unsatis- 
factory results  are  being  followed  up  by  an  inspection  at  the  farm. 

During  the  past  year  the  number  of  persons  in  the  area  selling 
milk  direct  to  the  customer  by  dipping  it  from  a milk  can  at  the 
door  has  decreased. 

82  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  for  biological  examination  for  the  presence  of 
Tuberculosis.  In  each  case  the  result  was  negative. 

As  far  as  possible  all  the  supplies  of  milk  consumed  in  this 
area  are  sampled  for  both  biological  and  bacteriological  examina- 
tion. In  addition  as  many  supplies  as  possible  which  are  produced 
in  the  area  but  consumed  elsewhere  are  also  sampled. 

I should  like  to  repeat  the  remarks  1 made  in  my  last  year’s 
Annual  Report  that  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  responsibility  for 
the  production  of  milk  has  been  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  feel  that  this  responsibility  should  be 
again  returned  to  Local  Authorities  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 
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7.— ICE  CREAM 


During  the  year  52  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination,  the  results  of  which  are  tabulated 
below: — 

Met  hy-  Baeter- 

lene  M.O.H.  iologist 


Producer 

W.  Wainwright, 

Retailer 

W.  Wainwright, 

B.Coli.  Count 

Blue 

Grade 

Remarks 

Dursley 

H . Stokes  & 
Sons,  Wotton- 

Dursley. 

H.  Stokes  & 
Sons,  Wotton- 

2,000 

hrs. 

2 

Good 

u-Edge 

Messrs.  Walls, 

u-Edge 

Mr.  Cooper,  Pike 

36,000 

4 hrs. 

2 

Good 

Ltd. 

House,  Dursley 

— 

20,000 

4j  hrs. 

1 

Good 

Messrs.  Ashton 
Creameries 

W.  Wainwright, 

Mr.  Dunn, 

Woodfields 

W.  Wainwright, 

4,000 

4 hrs. 

2 

Satis- 

factory 

Dursley 

Messrs.  Bernel’s, 

Dursley 

Mr.  May,  Forge 

12,000 

4J  hrs. 

1 

Good 

Cardiff 

Messrs.  Aplin  & 
Barrett,  Yeovil 

Cafe,  Dursley 

Mr.  Workman, 
Silver  Street, 

12,000 

4\  hrs. 

1 

Good 

Messrs.  Bernel’s, 
Cardiff 

Dursley 

Mr.  Purnell, 
Hiker’s  Mike, 

10,000 

4|  hrs. 

1 

Good 

Wotton-u-Edge 

— 

8,000 

4}  hrs. 

1 

Good 

Mr.  Savage, 
Ashmead. 

Mr.  Savage, 
Ashmead. 

— ■ 

6,000 

4\  hrs. 

1 

Good 

Messrs.  Meddo- 
cream. 

Mr.  Bullock, 

Little  Shop, 
Cam. 

10,000 

4J  hrs. 

1 

Good 

W.  Wainwright, 
Dursley. 

W.  Wainwright. 
Dursley. 

— ■ 

6,000 

4\  hrs. 

1 

Good 

Messrs.  Lyons. 

Regal  Cinema, 
Dursley. 

10,000 

44  hrs. 

1 

Good 

Messrs.  Bernel’s 
Cardiff. 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Post  Office, 
Coaley. 

6,000,000 

0 hrs. 

4 

Poor 

(Pin  Point 
Colonies) 

H.  Stokes  & 
Sons, 
Wotton-u-Edge 

H.  Stokes  & 
Sons, 
Wotton-u-Edge 

12,000 

4\  hrs. 

1 

Satis- 

factory 

Messrs.  Eldorado 

Mr.  Young, 
Long  St., 
Wotton-u-Edge 

6,000 

4j  hrs. 

1 

Good 

Messrs.  Aplin  & 
Barrett. 

Mr.  Organ, 
Tower  Cafe, 
Wotton-u-Edge 

2,000 

4|  hrs. 

1 

Good 

Mr.  Savage, 
Ashmead. 

Mrs.  Jones, 
Dorothy  Cafe, 
Dursley. 

4,000 

4 hrs. 

2 

Good 

Messrs.  Bernel’s, 
Cardiff. 

Mrs.  Jones, 
The  Cafe, 

Uley. 

6,000 

\\  hrs. 

3 

Good 
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Producer 

Retailer 

Messrs.  Bernel’s, 

Mr.  Hale, 

Cardiff. 

Kingswood. 

Messrs.  Webb, 

Miss  Allcott, 

Bristol. 

15,  High  St., 
Wotton-u-Edge 

Messrs.  Bernel’s, 

Mr.  Purnell, 

Cardiff. 

Hiker’s  Mike 
Cafe, 
Wotton-u-Edge 

Messrs.  Ashton 

Mr.  Pearce, 

Creameries. 

New  Town, 

Kingswood, 

Wotton-u-Edge 

Messrs.  Lyons, 

Mr.  H e w i s h , 
Central  Stores, 
Duisley. 

Messrs.  Meddo- 

Mr.  Workman, 

cream. 

The  George, 
Cambridge. 

H.  Stokes  & 

H.  Stokes  & 

Sons, 

Sons, 

Wotton-u-Edge 

Wotton-u-Edge 

Aplin  & Barrett, 

C.  & E.  Co-op. 

Yeovil 

Society, 

Dursley. 

H.  Stokes  & 

H S t o k e s & 

Sons, 

Sons, 

Wotton-u-Edge 

Wotton-u-Edge 

Messrs.  Webb, 

Miss  Allcott, 

Bristol. 

High,  Street, 
Wotton-u-Edge 

Messrs.  Meddo- 

Mr.  Organ, 

Cream. 

Tower  Cafe, 
Wotton-u-Edge 

Messrs.  Walls, 

Mr.  Champion, 

Ltd. 

Upper  Cam. 

Messrs.  Walls, 

Mr.  Westlake, 

Ltd. 

Uley  Road, 
Dursley. 

Messrs.  Ashton 

Mr.  Dobson, 

Creameries. 

Long  Street, 
Dursley. 

W.  Wainwright, 

W.  Wainwright, 

Dursley. 

Dursley. 

Mr.  Savage, 

Mr.  Savage, 

Ashmead. 

Ashmead. 

Messrs.  Bernel’s, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Cardiff. 

Post  Office, 
Coaley. 

Messrs.  Aplin  & 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Barrett, 

The  Patch, 

Yeovil. 

Slimbridge. 

Count 

6,000 

Methy-  Bacter- 

lene  M.O.H.  iologist 
Bl  ue  Grade  Remarks 

4 hrs.  2 Good 

10,000 

Ol 

■‘-T 

hrs. 

2 

Satis- 

factory 

2,000 

4 

hrs. 

2 

Good 

10,000 

4* 

hrs. 

1 

Good 

8,000 

4 

hrs. 

2 

Good 

14,000 

4 

hrs. 

2 

Good 

2,000 

0 

hrs. 

4 

Satis- 

factory 

14,000 

44 

hrs. 

1 

Good 

6,000 

3 

hrs. 

2 

Satis- 

factory 

2,000 

4 1 

hrs. 

1 

Satis- 

factory 

8,000 

3 

hrs. 

2 

Good 

18,000 

4 

hrs. 

2 

Good 

940,000 

4 

hrs. 

2 

Poor 

2,000 

4 

hrs. 

2 

Good 

50,000 

2 

hrs. 

3 

Good 

32,000 

4 

hrs. 

1 

Good 

2,000 

4 

hrs. 

1 

Good 

6,000 

4 

hrs. 

1 

Good 
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Methy- 

lene 


Producer 

Retailer 

B.Coli. 

Count 

Blue 

Messrs.  Hunt, 

Dorset. 

Odeon  Cinema, 
Dursley. 

— 

10,000 

4 hrs. 

Mr.  Savage, 
Ashmead. 

Mr.  Savage, 
Ashmead. 

— 

30,000 

4 hrs. 

W.  Wainwright, 
Dursley. 

W.  Wainwright, 
Dursley. 

— 

580,000 

0 hrs. 

Messrs.  Webb, 
Bristol. 

Mr.  Bullock, 

Little  Shop, 
Cam. 

26,000 

4 hrs. 

H.  Stokes  & 
Sons, 

Wotton-u-Edge 

H.  Stokes  & 
Sons, 

Wctton-u-Edge 

20,000 

2}  hrs. 

W.  Wainwright, 
Dursley. 

W.  Wainwright, 
Dursley. 

2,000 

4 hrs. 

Messrs.  Walls, 

Ltd. 

Mr.  Westlake, 

Uley  Road, 
Dursley. 

6,000 

4 hrs. 

Mr.  Savage, 
Ashmead. 

Mrs.  Jones, 
Dorothy  Cafe, 
Long  Street, 
Dursley. 

14,000 

4 hrs. 

Messrs.  Bernel’s, 
Cardiff. 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Post  Office, 
Coaley. 

6,000 

44  hrs. 

Messrs.  Lyons, 
Ltd. 

Mr.  Cleverly, 
Cash  Stores, 
Cam. 

32,000 

4 hrs. 

Messrs.  Lyons, 

Ltd. 

Mr.  Selby  Rob- 
inson, 

Dursley. 

21,000 

44  hrs. 

Messrs.  Walls, 

Ltd. 

Mr.  Cooper, 
Pike  House, 
Dursley. 

20,000 

44  hrs. 

W.  Wainwright, 
Dursley. 

W.  Wainwright, 
Dursley. 

— 

22,000 

24  hrs. 

H.  Stokes  & 
Sons, 
Wotton-u-Edge 

H.  Stokes  & 
Sons. 
Wotton-u-Edge 

46,000 

24  hrs. 

W.  Wainwright, 
Dursley. 

W.  Wainwright. 
Dursley 

— 

6,000 

2 hrs. 

H.  Stokes  & 
Sons, 
Wotton-u-Edge 

H.  Stokes  & 
Sons, 
Wottcn-u-Edge 

12,000 

44  hrs. 

Total : — Grade  1 25 

Grade  2 21 

Grade  3 3 

Grade  4 3 


Bacter- 
M.O.H.  iologist 
Grade  Remarks 

1 Good 

2 Good 
4 Very 

Poo: 

2 Good 

2 Satis- 
factory 

2 Good 

1 Good 

1 Good 

1 Good 

2 Good 

1 Good 

1 Good 

2 Good 

2 Satis- 
factory 

3 Good 
1 Good 
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ICE  LOLLIES. 


During  the  Year  three  samples  of  ice  lollies  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  the  results  were  as  follows:— 


B.Coli 

Count 

Glazier  Products 

C.  & E.  Co-op, 

Dursley 

10 

H.  Stokes  & 

H.  Stokes  & 

Sons,  Wotton- 

Sons,  Wotton- 

undcr-Edge 

under-Edge 

30,000 

H.  Stokes  & 

H . Stokes  & 

Sons,  Wotton- 

Sons,  Wotton- 

under-Edge 

under-Edge 

30,000 

52  ice  cream  samples  were  examined  for  fat  content  and  non- 
fatty solids  and  the  results  are  given  below: — 


Producer 

Fat  Content 

Non-Fatty 

Solids 

W.  Wainwright,  Dursley 

6.6% 

29.3% 

H.  Stokes  & Sons,  Wotton-under- 
Edge 

12.0% 

37.6% 

W.  Wainwright,  Dursley 

5.6% 

26.5% 

Messrs.  Bernel’s,  Cardiff 

11.5% 

36.6% 

Messrs.  Aplin  & Barrett,  Yeovil 

10.5% 

37.3% 

Messrs.  Bernel’s,  Cardiff 

7.5% 

37.3% 

Mr.  Savage,  Ashmead,  Cam 

7.2% 

31.2% 

Messrs.  Meddocream 

7.6% 

33.4% 

W.  Wainwright,  Dursley 

6.7% 

32.4% 

Messrs.  Lyons,  Ltd. 

9.3% 

34.7% 

Messrs.  Bernel’s,  Cardiff 

13.5% 

Messrs.  Eldorado,  Ltd.  ... 

10.3% 

H.  Stokes  & Sons,  Wotton-under- 
Edge 

12.7% 

Messrs.  Aplin  & Barrett,  Yeovil 

8.5% 

Mr.  Savage,  Ashmead  ... 

7.5% 

25.0% 

Messrs.  Bernel’s,  Cardiff 

10.5% 

34.6% 

Messrs.  Bernel’s,  Cardiff 

9.3% 

37.0% 

Messrs.  Lyons,  Ltd. 

8.0% 

34.7% 

Messrs.  Meddocream,  Ltd. 

8.0% 

36.5% 

H.  Stokes  & Sons,  Wotton-under- 
Edge  

8.1% 

38.1% 

Messrs.  Webb,  Ltd.,  Bristol 

9.4% 

36.2% 

Messrs.  Bernel’s,  Cardiff 

7.8% 

35.2% 

Messrs.  Ashton  Creameries 

8.5% 

35.6% 

Messrs.  Aplin  & Barrett,  Yeovil 

9.0% 

32.7% 

H.  Stokes  & Sons,  Wotton-under- 
Edge 

8.4% 

37.6% 

Messrs.  Webb,  Ltd.,  Bristol 

10.0% 

36.8% 

Messrs.  Meddocream,  Ltd. 

8.0% 

37.3% 

Messrs.  Walls,  Ltd. 

9.2% 

37.0% 

Messrs.  Walls,  Ltd. 

9.7% 

33.6% 
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Producer 

Non-Fatty 

Fat  Content  Solids 

Messrs.  Ashton  Creameries 

12.5% 

36.7% 

W.  Wainwright,  Dursley 

7.5% 

36.4% 

Mr.  Savage,  Ashmead  ... 

6.8% 

27.1% 

Messrs.  Bernel’s,  Cardiff 

11.3% 

45.3%  , 

Messrs.  Aplin  & Barrett,  Yeovil 

8.2% 

32.4% 

Messrs.  Hunt,  Sherborne,  Dorset 

10.4% 

34.0% 

Mr.  Savage,  Ashmead  ... 

9.8% 

23.4% 

W.  Wainwright,  The  Dairy, 
Dursley 

11.3% 

32.4% 

Messrs.  Webb,  Bristol  ... 

10.5% 

26.9% 

H.  Stokes  & Sons,  Wotton-under- 
Edge  

8.6% 

20.5% 

W.  Wainwright,  Dursley 

11.6% 

33.1% 

Messrs.  Walls,  Ltd. 

10.3% 

34.3% 

Mr.  vSavage,  Ashmead  ... 

9.7% 

29.4% 

Messrs.  Bernel’s,  Cardiff 

12.0% 

35.5% 

Messrs.  Lyons,  Ltd. 

9.6% 

34.3% 

Messrs.  Lyons,  Ltd. 

8.0% 

33.3% 

Messrs.  Walls,  Ltd. 

9.7% 

33.4% 

W.  Wainwright,  Dursley 

3.3% 

H.  Stokes  & Sons,  Wotton-under- 
Edge  

7.9% 

W.  Wainwright,  Dursley 

7.5% 

37.3% 

H.  Stokes  & Sons,  Wotton-under- 
Edge 

8.9% 

39.1% 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the 

average  of 

these  results  as  com- 

pared  with  the  standard  required  by  the  Ice 

Cream  Order,  1951. 

Average  fat  content  ... 

7.1% 

Standard  Required 

5% 

Average  non-fatty  solids 

33.8% 

17.5% 

Throughout  the  Year  routine  inspections  have  been  made  of 
premises  in  which  ice  cream  is  produced,  and  of  premises  and 
mobile  vehicles  from  which  ice  cream  is  retailed. 


The  number  of  premises  in  the  district  registered  for  the  pro- 
duction of  ice  cream  has  not  increased,  but  the  number  from  which 
ice  cream  is  retailed  has  increased  by  nine. 


8.— MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

During  the  Year  the  following  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption:— 


Tinned  Meat. 

Pork: 

51bs.  7ozs. 

Tinned  Fish. 

Salmon: 

41  bs.  2ozs. 


Beef: 

41bs.  8ozs. 


Miscellaneous: 
31bs.  7ozs. 


Luncheon 

Meat: 

231bs.  6ozs. 

Fish  Paste: 
61bs.  6ozs. 

Mixed 

Vegetables: 
lib.  13-Jozs. 


Syrup: 
1 lb. 


Dried  Fruit: 

31bs.  8ozs. 
Sweet  and 
Chocolate: 
141bs.  4ozs. 


Ham: 

lewt.  Oqrs.  21bs. 
lOozs. 


Baked  Beans: 
181bs.  14ozs. 


Jam: 

51bs. 

Tinned  Fruit: 

1 qr.  251bs.  3ozs. 


lqr.  201bs.  9ozs. 


Tinned  Vegetables. 

Tomatoes:  Peas: 

3qrs.  181bs.  6ozs.  171bs.  4(ozs. 


Other  Foodstuffs. 

Cheese:  Sugar: 

2qrs.31bs.8ozs.  Iqr.  6lbs. 

Cereals. 

Sausage  Binder:  Miscellaneous: 

lewt.  221bs.  4ozs. 

Soup:  Tinned  Milk, 

lib.  lOozs.  5()pis.  (approx.) 


Total  weight:  5cwts. 

There  is  no  Central  Slaughterhouse  in  this  District  and  all 
meat  consumed  is  distributed  from  the  Central  Slaughterhouse  at 
Ebley,  Nr.  Stroud.  Only  very  occasionally  does  an  emergency 
slaughter  of  an  animal  take  place  in  this  district. 

9.— SAFE  FOOD  EXHIBITION. 


In  order  to  follow  up  the  work  of  our  Safe  Food  Campaign, 
and  stimulate  the  general  public’s  interest  in  safe  food,  a Health 
and  Safe  Food  Exhibition  was  staged  in  the  Y.M.C.A.  Hall,  Long 
Street,  Dursley,  from  the  21st  to  24th  August. 

The  Exhibition  was  organised  jointly  by  the  Gloucestershire 
County  Council  and  the  Dursley  Rural  District  Council  in  con- 
junction with  the  Publicity  Department  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

A series  of  foodshops  were  displayed  with  the  object  of  show- 
ing what  we  consider  a model  butcher’s  shop,  fishmonger’s  shop, 
cafeteria  and  fruiterer’s  shop  should  be  like..  Each  shop  was  fitted 
with  the  latest  in  refrigeration  equipment  and  also  with  the 
necessary  facilities  to  enable  the  rules  of  hygiene  to  be  properly 
observed;  namely,  a washhand  basin  with  a constant  water  heater 
over  and  a clean  towel,  nailbrush,  and  soap.  These  shops  were 
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dressed  most  effectively  by  local  traders  who  took  a very  keen 
interest. 

In  order  to  show  that  we  consider  properly  equipped  and 
properly  run  public  houses  to  be  important  too,  a model  bar,  fully 
licensed,  and  fully  equipped  with  the  latest  washing  up  arrange- 
ments and  refrigeration  facilities  was  displayed. 

A model  kitchen  was  also  displayed  at  which  regular  cooking 
demonstrations  were  given  each  day.  A further  stand  equipped 
with  the  latest  in  electric  kitchen  and  household  equipment  demon- 
strated how  well  the  use  of  electricity  can  help  in  the  home. 

The  public  were  also  given  a chance  to  enlighten  themselves 
on  numerous  subjects  at  other  stalls  in  the  Exhibition,  by  seeing 
actual  apparatus,  machinery,  and  models,  and  by  asking  questions 
from  the  personnel  in  charge  of  the  stalls.  The  following  subjects 
were  covered:- 

County  Health  Services, 

Local  Health  Services, 

Engineering  and  Housing  Services, 

Public  Analyst  and  Public  Health  Laboratory  Services, 
Modern  Dairy  and  Milking  Appliances, 

Detergents  as  used  in  connection  with  Food  Hygiene,  and 
Pest  Control. 

In  addition  to  the  above  stalls  the  complete  Ministry  of  Food 
Display  Stand  on  Food  Hygiene,  and  the  Ministry  of  Health’s 
Clean  Food  Exhibition  set  were  displayed. 

Two  film  shows  were  running  continuously  during  the  four 
days  of  the  Exhibition,  showing  films  on  food  hygiene  and  pest 
control. 

Cups  of  tea  and  cakes  were  available  during  the  Exhibition 
from  a model  buffet  run  by  the  Dursley  Women’s  Institute. 

The  Opening  Ceremony  was  performed  by  Sir  William  G. 
Savage,  Chairman  of  the  Catering  Trade  Working  Party;  Dr. 
Boucher  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  Mr.  Claude  Atkinson,  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  were  also  present. 

Sir  William  remarked  that  the  Dursley  Exhibition  was  the 
most  complete,  the  clearest  set  out,  and  the  best  one  of  its  kind  he 
had  seen. 

It  was  most  gratifying  that  well  over  3,000  people  from 
throughout  the  area  visited  the  Exhibition. 

In  addition  to  the  Exhibition  itself  local  tradespeople  opened 
their  premises  to  the  public,  viz: — two  bakeries,  a milk  pasteurising 
plant,  and  a fruit  bottling  factory.  These  premises  were  well 
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DURSLEY  HEALTH  AND  SAFE  FOOD 

EXHIBITION,  1951 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAND 


MODEL  BUTCHER  S SHOP 


HOUSING  AND  ENGINEERING  STAND 


JJ— 

FISHMONGER 


MODEL  FISHMONGER'S  SHOP 


MODEL  BAR 


attended  by  the  public  who  seemed  keen  to  know  what  went  on 
behind  the  scenes. 

The  Exhibition  was  thoroughly  appreciated  by  all,  and  it  is 
evident  that  the  traders  and  their  employees,  as  weli  as  the  general 
public,  have  become  conscious  of  the  importance  of  safe  food. 

10. — FOOD  PREMISES. 

Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  have  been  made  during 
the  Year  and  improvements  have  been  made  in  many  shops,  both 
from  the  structural  and  layout  aspect,  as  well  as  the  safe  and  proper 
handling  and  storage  of  foodstuffs. 

11. — FOOD  POISONING. 

Fortunately  there  have  been  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 
in  the  District  during  the  Year. 

12. — PUBLIC  HOUSES. 

It  is  anticipated  that  during  the  next  twelve  months  a survey 
of  all  the  public  houses  in  the  district  will  be  made  in  order  that  a 
comprehensive  report  may  be  made  on  the  conditions  which  at 
present  prevail  at  these  premises. 

13. — LABORATORY  SERVICES. 

The  same  laboratory  services  have  been  made  use  of  during 
the  Year  as  for  the  Year  1950.  Namely:— bacteriological  and 
chemical  examinations  of  water,  ice  cream,  foodstuffs  and  faeces, 
and  bacteriological  and  biological  examination  of  milk  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bristol. 

Chemical  analysis  of  sewage  works  effluents,  crude  sewage, 
and  trades  wastes  have  been  carried  out  by  Mr.  Rowland  Ellis,  of 
Gloucester. 

14. — FACTORY  INSPECTIONS. 

Routine  inspections  of  factories  have  been  made  during  the 
Year  and  necessary  repairs  and  improvements  have  been  carried 
out  by  the  firms  concerned  without  the  necessity  of  statutory  action 
having  to  be  taken  by  the  Council. 

15. — FUME  NUISANCE. 

The  construction  of  a new  scrubber,  extraction  fan,  and  flue 
to  obviate  the  emission  of  hydrochloric  acid  fumes  from  Messrs. 
R.  A.  Lister  & Co.’s  Tinning  Shop  was  completed  during  the  Year. 

Some  difficulties  arose  as  the  result  of  the  non  provision  of  a 
suitable  access  door  to  the  scrubber,  but  this  matter  has  now  been 
rectified.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  we  shall  be  able  to 
obtain  the  services  of  the  Alkali  Works  Inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  to  test  the  effectiveness  of  this  installation. 
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16.— MORTUARY  ACCOMMODATION. 


The  Council’s  only  mortuary  and  post  mortem  room  is  at 
Wotton-under-Edge,  and  this  continues  to  be  run  in  an  efficient 
manner. 

During  the  Year  the  Council  designated  the  Deputy  Sanitary 
Inspector  as  the  Responsible  Officer  under  the  Civil  Defence 
(Burial)  Regulations,  1949,  for  the  planning  of  emergency 
mortuary  arrangements.  Three  emergency  mortuaries,  in  addition 
to  the  above  mortuary,  have  been  selected  and  a recommendation 
made  that  a provisional  claim  for  their  use  as  emergency 
mortuaries  be  entered  in  the  Accommodation  Clearance  Register 
of  the  Ministry  of  Works  in  accordance  with  the  procedure  set  out 
in  Home  Office  Circular  C.D.C.  10/50. 

17.— MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

During  the  Year  twelve  new  applications  were  received  from 
persons  wishing  to  station  and  use  moveable  dwellings  in  the 
district  and  five  applications  to  renew  licences  were  received. 

In  each  case  a licence  was  granted  and  at  the  end  of  the  Year 
there  were  fourteen  moveable  dwellings  licensed  within  the 
district. 

The  majority  of  the  moveable  dwellings  are  properly  con- 
structed caravans,  but  a few  are  vehicles  which  have  been  adapted 
for  living  in. 

During  the  Year  the  Council  have  shown  some  concern  about 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  these  dwellings,  but  it  is  most 
difficult  to  recommend  the  refusal  of  a licence  where  the  require- 
ments of  water  supply,  sanitation  and  the  storage  of  refuse  are 
satisfied. 

It  would  appear  that  the  County  Planning  Authority  also  find 
it  difficult  to  refuse  planning  permission  for  such  dwellings,  and 
seem  to  feel  that  at  the  present  time  such  dwellings  are  really 
needed.  Unless  the  site  is  most  unsuitable  they  are  reluctant  to 
refuse  planning  permission  as  they  realise  that  the  person  refused 
will  only  re-apply  for  a licence  to  use  an  alternative  site  somewhere 
in  their  area. 

Some  members  of  the  Council  feel  that  the  answer  to  the 
problem  would  be  for  the  Council  to  have  two  or  three  sites  of 
their  own  throughout  the  district,  provide  them  with  the  necessary 
facilities  of  water  and  drainage;  and  ask  all  applicants  to  use  one 
of  the  Council’s  sites. 

If  this  Scheme  was  put  into  effect  and  caravans  throughout 
the  district  were  on  Council  sites  only  they  would  be  more  easily 
controlled,  but  the  legal  position  may  prove  to  be  difficult  and  it 
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may  be  impossible  for  the  Council  to  compel  applicants  to  use  one 
of  their  sites. 

Moveable  dwellings  at  the  present  time  are  not  a serious 
problem  in  this  area,  but  if  they  continue  to  increase  in  large 
numbers  they  could  quite  easily  become  a problem  and  for  that 
reason  I feel  that  the  Council  would  be  wise  to  again  discuss  the 
whole  matter  and  define  some  definite  future  policy  in  relation  to 
them. 

18.— HOUSING. 

The  position  with  regard  to  houses  placed  in  Category  V (i.e.. 
not  repairable  at  a reasonable  expense)  during  the  Rural  Housing 
Survey  has  not  improved.  As  stated  in  my  Annual  Report  two 
years  ago  many  of  these  properties  are  gradually  getting  to  the 
stage  where  they  are  beyond  repair  and  should  be  dealt  with  under 
Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  This  action  is  impossible  in 
the  majority  of  cases  owing  to  the  housing  shortage,  and  we  have 
to  be  content  with  getting  the  most  urgent  and  essential  repairs 
carried  out  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  order  to  keep 
the  houses  merely  wind  and  weatherproof  for  a few  more  years. 

Since  pre-war  days  the  cost  of  building  repairs  has  increased 
threefold,  but  rents  of  the  properties  as  above  mentioned  have  not 
increased  at  all.  This  in  my  opinion,  is  the  primary  reason  for  so 
many  houses  falling  into  such  an  appalling  state  of  disrepair  and 
action  at  Government  level  would  appear  to  be  the  only  solution. 
These  facts  certainly  make  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
most  difficult  when  on  the  one  hand  they  have  tenants  complaining 
bitterly  to  have  repairs  carried  out  which  would  in  many  cases  cost 
hundreds  of  pounds,  and  on  the  other  hand  owners  who  cannot 
afford  to  have  the  repairs  carried  out  and  if  they  could  would  be 
unable  to  recover  the  costs  in  the  rentals  which  they  are  likely  to 
receive  during  the  next  ten  or  fifteen  years. 

During  the  year  two  houses  were  demolished  as  a result  of 
formal  procedure  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and 
five  houses  were  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking  given  b> 
the  owners  under  Section  1 1 . 

The  Council  have  not  yet  adopted  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  but 
there  are  properties  in  this  district  placed  in  Category  3 during  the 
Housing  Rural  Survey  which  could  be  thoroughly  reconditioned 
under  the  above  Act,  and  if  such  properties  were  reconditioned  the 
demand  for  new  Council  Houses  would  decrease.  I submit  that 
the  thorough  reconditioning  of  such  houses  under  the  above  Act 
would  not  only  help  to  solve  the  housing  problem  but  help  to 
decrease  considerably  the  capital  expenditure  on  housing  in  thii 
area. 
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19.— HOUSING  MANAGEMENT. 


During  the  year  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list 
for  Council  houses  in  the  area  maintained  an  average  of  550.  66 
families  were  re-housed  during  the  year.  In  accordance  with  the 
Council’s  policy  of  allocating  accommodation  according  to  the 
family  size  of  applicants,  27  internal  transfers  of  tenancy  took 
place,  whereby  larger  families  in  two-bedroomed  houses  were 
removed  to  three-bedroomed  houses,  and  two-bedroomed  houses 
thus  vacated  were  let  to  those  families  selected  by  the  Letting  Com- 
mittee with  one  child. 

The  Council’s  transfer  scheme  as  at  present  operated  also 
enables  a tenant  of  the  Council  to  obtain  accommodation  nearer 
to  his  place  of  work,  or  in  the  case  of  illness  to  obtain  the  tenancy 
of  a house  on  level  or  higher  ground  deemed  to  be  beneficial  to 
health.  During  the  year,  the  Council’s  method  of  pointing  appli- 
cations which  forms  the  basis  of  a priority  scheme,  whereby 
applicants  are  . graded  according  to  degrees  of  urgency  on  the 
Council’s  housing  list,  was  overhauled  and  brought  into  line  with 
the  most  recent  recommendations  of  the  Advisory  Committee  of 
the  Third  Report  of  the  Housing  Management  sub-Committee  of 
the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee.  The  Council  now 
takes  into  consideration  when  operating  their  Points  Scheme  such 
factors  as  overcrowding,  based  upon  a standard  of  bedroom 
deficiency  which  allows  for  a separate  bedroom  for  (a)  Man  and 
Wife;  (b)  One  or  two  children  under  10  years  but  over  4 years: 
(c)  One  or  two  unmarried  males;  (d)  One  or  two  unmarried 
females;  (e)  a person  who  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  considers 
should  have  a separate  bedroom  on  account  of  health  reasons. 
Applicants  who  are  lacking  a separate  home  are  also  pointed  on  a 
basis  of  the  accommodation  which  they  normally  use.  Sub- 
standard accommodation  is  given  a high  degree  of  priority  under 
this  scheme,  and  the  Council  take  into  consideration  other  general 
factors,  such  as  length  of  residence  in  the  district,  war  service,  and 
place  of  employment. 

In  addition  to  the  operation  of  a transfer  scheme  whereby 
Council  tenants  within  the  district  may  transfer  from  one  house  to 
another,  the  Council  has  also  approved  external  exchanges  of 
tenancy  from  the  area  of  another  local  authority.  Two  such 
exchanges  took  place  during  the  Year. 

Council  houses  are  maintained  by  means  of  a direct  labour 
staff  comprising  of  the  following  trades:- 

1 Bricklayer  and  labourer.  4 Painters. 

1 Plasterer  and  labourer.  I Plumber  and  Mate. 

2 Carpenters. 
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Repairs  to  Council  houses  are  graded  in  accordance  with  their 
urgency.  The  expense  on  Council  house  repairs  during  the  Year 
amounted  to  £7,576,  and  there  are  a number  of  repairs  to  Council 
houses  which  are  still  outstanding,  but  these  are  of  a comparatively 
minor  nature,  due  to  the  fact  that  such  urgent  repairs  as  roof 
defects  and  blocked  drains  are  given  urgent  attention.  On  account 
of  the  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  Council  houses  managed  by 
this  Council,  the  maintenance  staff  will  need  to  be  increased 
accordingly,  but  the  labour  position  with  regard  to  skilled  trades- 
men throughout  the  district  is  most  serious,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
obtain  suitable  staff  for  this  type  of  work. 

There  are  23  requisitioned  properties  held  by  the  Council,  and 
it  is  in  these  houses,  which  are  of  the  4 or  5 bedroomed  older  type 
of  country  house,  that  the  larger  families  on  the  Council’s  waiting 
list  are  housed. 

Due  to  the  overcrowded  conditions  prevailing  in  the  Homes 
controlled  by  the  County  Welfare  Committee,  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  establish  accommodation  for  housing  cases  of  sudden 
eviction.  These  cases  are  very  carefully  considered  by  the 
appropriate  Committee  of  the  Council,  and  such  factors  as  length 
of  residence  in  the  district,  reasons  for  eviction,  and  type  of  family 
are  carefully  considered  before  a tenancy  is  granted.  It  has  been 
found  that  the  production  of  a Court  Order  for  the  possession  of 
a house  is  essential  before  prior  consideration  is  given  to  an 
applicant  claiming  that  he  has  been  evicted. 
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PART  II. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR  AND 
CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

The  Staff  in  the  Department  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor 


consists  of: — 

Deputy  Engineer  and  Surveyor  N.  R.  W.  Lee 

Architectural  Assistant  R.  Edwards 

Technical  Assistant  C.  G.  Thomas 

Junior  Technical  Assistant  R.  L.  Herrick 

General  and  Costing  Clerk  A.  W.  Sutton 

Articled  Pupil  J.  K.  Frampwell 

Junior  Clerk  Miss  J.  M.  Rendall 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

I beg  to  present  my  fifth  annual  report. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  in  all  departments. 

During  the  year  98  houses  were  under  construction  and  36 
have  been  completed  for  occupation. 

The  number  of  houses  completed  in  comparison  with  the 
previous  year,  when  128  were  handed  over,  is  small,  but  very  good 
progress  was  made  in  the  completion  of  advanced  estate  road  and 
sewer  works  and  in  the  year  1952  there  will  be  considerable 
increases  on  the  number  of  houses  completed. 

Housing. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  there  has  been  22  contracts  in 
progress.  This  has  entailed  a large  amount  of  work  in  the  keep- 
ing of  the  accounts  and  measuring  up  for  the  monthly  interim 
certificates  and  has  meant  that  it  has  been  impossible  for  the  Clerk 
of  Works  to  carry  out  the  necessary  measurements  alone,  so  that 
the  office  technical  staff  have  had  to  be  employed  on  this  work. 

1.— THE  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  COMPLETED  SINCE  THE 
WAR  UP  TO  THE  YEAR  ENDING  THE  31st 
DECEMBER,  1951. 

(a)  Completed  under  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

Aluminium  Bungalows. 

Draycott,  Cam  . 40  (temporary  2 bedroom) 

Woodfield,  Cam  71  (permanent  2 bedroom) 

Woodfield,  Cam  43  (permanent  3 bedroom) 

Fairmead.  Cam  9 (permanent  3 bedroom)  Total:  163 


Swedish  Houses. 


Stinchcombe 

Uley  

Wotton-under-Edge  (Mount  Pleasant) 
North  Nibley  (Barrs  Lane) 

Traditional  Houses. 

Uley 

Draycott,  Cam  

Nympsfield  (Cotswold  Stone) 

Cornish  Unit  Houses. 

Slimbridge  (Tyning  Crescent) 

Coaley  (Betworthy) 

Kingswood  (Chestnut  Park) 


4 

4 

4 

4 


6 

20 

4 


Total:  16 


Total:  30 


20 

22 

10  Total:  52 


Total:  261 


(b)  Completed  under  Consultant  Architects. 

Airey  Houses. 

North  Nibley,  Innocks  Estate  ...  ...  12 

Kingswood,  Chestnut  Park  ...  ...  10 

Slimbridge,  Tyning  Crescent  ...  ...  8 

Coaley,  Hams  Hill  ...  ...  ...  8 

Wotton-under-Edge,  Fountain  Crescent  12 


Total:  50 


Stent  Houses. 

Kingshill,  Dursley 

Traditional  Houses. 

Wotton-under-Edge  (Mount  Pleasant)  ... 
Wotton-under-Edge  (Fountain  Crescent) 
Fairmead,  Cam 
Woodfield 


Total  by  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
Total  by  Consultant  Architects 
Total  by  Private  Enterprise 


66  Total:  66 


40 

12 

36 

8 Total:  96 


Total:  212 

261 

212 

55 


Total: 


528  Houses 
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NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  IN  PROCESS  OF  BUILDING  IN  195L 


(a)  Under  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


Cornish  Unit  Houses. 


Slimbridge,  Tyning  Crescent 
Coaley,  Betworthy 

Kingswood  

Wotton-under-Edge,  Fountain 

Crescent 

Tilsdown  ...  

4 

14 

10 

10 

36 

Total: 

74 

Traditional  Houses. 

Nympsfield 

Tilsdown 

Woodfield  (2  Old 
Bungalows) 

Peoples 

12 

6 

2 

Total: 

20 

Total: 

94  Houses 

(b)  Under  Consultant  Architects. 

Permanent  Houses. 

Wotton-under-Edge, 

Crescent 

Fountain 

4 

Total: 

4 

Total  by  Engineer  and  Surveyor  ...  94 

Total  by  Consultant  Architects  ...  4 


Total:  98  Houses 


NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  COMPLETED  IN  1951. 


(a)  Under  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


Cornish  Unit  Houses. 

Slimbridge,  Tyning  Crescent 
Coaley,  Betworthy 
Kingswood 

Traditional. 

Nympsfield 


4 

14 

10  Total:  28 


4 Total  4 


32  Houses 
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(b)  Under  the  Consultant  Architects. 

Permanent  Houses. 

Wotton-under-Edge,  Fountain 

Crescent  ...  ...  ...  4 Total:  4 

Total  by  Engineer  and  Surveyor  ...  32 

Total  by  Consultant  Architects  ...  4 

36  Houses 


Number  of  houses  completed  under  Private 

Enterprise  Licences  during  1951  ...  ...  11  Houses 

Families  accommodated  as  a result  of  conversion, 

adaptation  or  otherwise  of  old  properties  ...  ...  4 

2. — HOUSING  ESTATE  DEVELOPMENTS. 

Surveys  were  made  and  levels  taken  for  the  following 
Estates: — 

Uley,  Raglan  Housing  Estate  sufficient  to  accommodate  38 
houses. 

Woodfield  Extension  No.  5 sufficient  to  accommodate  24 
houses. 

Plans,  Specifications  and  Bills  of  Quantity  were  prepared  for 
the  following  road  and  sewer  works  and  Disposal  Works:- 

Uley,  Raglan  Estate. 

Woodfield  No.  5 Extension. 

Layout  plans  were  prepared  for: — 

17  Traditional  Houses  at  Woodfield. 

6 Traditional  Houses  at  Tilsdown. 

16  Cornish  Unit  Houses  at  Woodfield. 

10  Cornish  Unit  Houses  at  Fountain  Crescent,  Wotton- 
under-Edge. 

2 Old  People’s  Bungalows  at  Woodfield. 

Detailed  House  plans  were  prepared  for  the  following:— 

17  Traditional  Houses  at  Woodfield. 

6 Traditional  Houses  at  Tilsdown. 

2 Old  People’s  Bungalows  at  Woodfield. 

During  the  year  the  following  works  were  completed: — 

Woodfield  Extension  No.  4 (excluding  footpaths)  comprising 
2321  yards  super  of  Carriageway  and  1055  Yards  Lineal  of  Foul 
and  Storm  Water  Sewers. 

Woodfield  Extension  No.  5 (excluding  footpaths)  comprising 
1085  yards  super  of  Carriageway  and  306  Yards  Lineal  of  Foul 
and  Storm  Water  Sewers. 
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Nympsfield  (excluding  footpaths)  comprising  of  606  yards 
super  of  Carriageway,  etc.,  and  880  yards  Lineal  of  Foul  and 
Storm  Water  Sewers.  • 

Tilsdown  (excluding  footpaths)  comprising  of  2052  yards 
super  of  Carriageway  and  1432  yards  Lineal  of  Foul  and  Storm 
Water  Sewers. 

Footpaths  were  completed  to  the  Carriageway  to:- 
Slimbridge  Estate. 

Fairmead  Estate. 

Coaley,  Betworthy  Estate. 

3.— BUILDING  LICENCES. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  applications  received., 
investigated  and  dealt  with  for  the  Year  ending  the  31st  December. 
1951:— 


L Number  of  applications  for  Building  Licences 

received  and  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

2.  Number  of  Applications  for  Building  Licences  which 

were  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

3.  Value  of  Licences  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  £37,399 

4.  Number  of  Applications  referred  to  the  Ministry 

of  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

5.  Total  number  of  visits  made  for  the  purpose  of 

investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

6.  Interview  with  owners  and  builders  ...  ...  ...  120 


Owing  to  the  stringency  of  the  Ministry  in  regard  to  licensing 
much  work  was  entailed  in  the  checking  of  the  controlled  materials 
and  estimated  costs  of  the  works  and  particularly  so  in  the  case  of 
applications  for  development  of  dwellings  by  Private  Enterprise. 
Plans  and  Specifications  have  to  be  examined  carefully  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  that  a building  complies,  in  so  far  as  size, 
building  costs  and  selling  price  is  concerned. 

4. — BUILDING  BYELAWS. 

Plans  were  deposited  for  consideration  and  of  those  so 
deposited  199  were  approved  and  5 disapproved  and  626 
inspections  made. 

5. — SMALL  DWELLINGS  ACQUISITION  ACT. 

Eleven  inspections  and  valuations  were  made  for  advances 
under  the  above  Act. 
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6.— WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  quality  of  the  water  can  be  considered  satisfactory  with 
the  exception  of  the  springs  at  Hamblin’s  Brake,  Wotton-under- 
Edge.  These  springs  issue  from  Fuller’s  Earth  at  the  Level  of  700 
feet  O.D.  The  village  of  Coaley  which  has  a separate  supply  is 
fed  from  three  springs  issuing  from  limestone  and  during  heavy 
rainfall  the  samples  taken  have  proved  unsatisfactory  before 
chlorination.  All  the  supplies  are  chlorinated  before  reaching  the 
consumer.  All  the  water  in  the  district  is  of  a hard  nature  and  has 
no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

In  the  Dursley  area  the  water  supply  is  obtained  from  springs 
issuing  from  marlestone  at  levels  varying  between  270  feet  O.D. 
and  320  O.D. 

In  the  Wotton-under-Edge  area  the  supply  is  obtained  from 
springs  issuing  from  Cotswold  sand  at  levels  varying  between  290 
and  700  feet  O.D. 

In  the  Dursley  area  the  quantity  is  sufficient  for  our  present 
needs  but  in  the  Wotton-under-Edge  area  during  periods  of  severe 
drought  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  shut  off  the  water  for  short 
periods.  There  is,  of  course,  a comprehensive  scheme  being  pre- 
pared by  Consultant  Engineers  for  the  whole  of  the  District.  In 
the  Dursley  area,  by  obtaining  a bulk  supply  from  the  Gloucester 
Corporation,  and  for  the  Wotton-under-Edge  area  by  increasing 
the  supply  from  the  Millend  source  by  the  driving  of  an  Addit. 

1 would  again  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council,  as  I 
did  in  my  report  of  1950,  to  the  serious  position  we  are  in,  in 
regard  to  the  small  storage  capacity  throughout  the  whole  District 
and  more  particularly  to  the  inadequate  pumping  facilities  in  the 
Dursley  area.  In  the  Dursley  area  our  average  daily  water  con- 
sumption has  increased  from  460,000  gallons  in  1950  to  487,000 
gallons  in  1951.  This  is  equal  to  33.3  gallons  per  head  per  day  of 
which  26.3  gallons  per  head  per  day  are  for  domestic  purposes  and 
7 gallons  per  head  per  day  are  for  trade  and  agricultural  purposes. 

The  pumping  plant  is  only  capable  of  delivering  to  the 
rtscreoir  525,600  gallons  daily  and  if  for  any  reason  the  plant  has 
to  be  stopped  for  a few  hours  serious  difficulty  is  immediately 
experienced. 

I estimate  that  the  average  daily  water  consumption  for  1952 
will  be  in  the  region  of  490,000  gallons  per  day  and  as  the  present 
maximum  daily  pumping  facilities  are  525,600  gallons  there  is  a 
surplus  of  only  35,000  gallons  assuming  that  the  pumps  are  worked 
throughout  the  24  hours. 
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The  total  storage  capacity  is  228,000  gallons  (approx.  1 1 
hours  supply)  and  if  for  any  reason  our  reservoirs  become  empty  it 
will  take  6 days  to  build  them  up.  It  is  possible  that  our  maximum 
daily  water  consumption  would  reach  520,000  gallons  per  day 
leaving  a pumping  surplus  of  only  5,600  gallons  daily. 

In  the  Wotton-under-Edge  and  Kingswood  area  the  average 
daily  consumption  has  risen  from  150,000  gallons  in  1950  to 
150,100  gallons  in  1951.  This  is  equal  to  29.6  gallons  per  head 
per  day  of  which  27.5  gallons  per  head  per  day  are  for  domestic 
purposes  and  2.1  gallons  per  head  per  day  are  for  trade  and 
agricultural  purposes. 

Our  main  difficulty  is  one  of  storage  and  inadequate  distri- 
bution, the  latter  applies  more  especially  to  the  higher  parts  of  the 
District. 

I would  emphasise  how  important  it  is  for  the  comprehensive 
scheme  to  be  pressed  forward  without  delay. 

During  the  year  a 5 H.P.  electric  motor  and  centrifugal  pump 
was  installed  to  boost  water  to  the  higher  points  at  The  Butts, 
Wotton-under-Edge. 

EXTENSIONS  OF  WATER  MAINS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Kingswood. — Hillesley  Road  to  Wickwar  Road — 189  yards  of  3" 
C.I.  Pipes  have  been  laid.  The  connecting  of  the  existing 
mains  in  Hillesley  and  Wickwar  Roads  have  given  some 
improvement  in  the  supply  but  pressure  throughout  the 
village  is  extremely  poor. 

Uley  Road. — Extension  to  Mrs.  Walters — 100  yards  of  1"  pipe. 
Stinchcombe. — 220  yards  of  1 " pipe. 

Woodfields  Housing  Estate,  No.  4 Extension. — 450  yards  of  4" 
pipe. 

Woodfields  Housing  Estate,  No.  5 Extension. — 320  yards  of  4 " 
pipe. 

Green  Street,  Cam. — Extension  to  Collins  property — 230  yards  of 
1"  pipe. 


Water  Samples  taken  During  the  Year  1951.  Results  of  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations. 


Parish 

Estimated 

Popula- 

tion, 

Based  on 
Inhabited 
Properties 

No.  of 
Properties 
in  Parish 

No.  of  Properties 
connected  with  a 
piped  water  supply 
(including  Stand- 
pipe supplies) 

Meter  Domestic, 

1 

etc. 

Houses 
supplied 
by  Stand- 
pipes 

Cam . . 

3,580 

1,155 

42 

1,028 

52 

Coaley 

714 

228 

4 

184 

53 

Dursley 

4,805 

1,619 

40 

1,427 

70 

Kingswood 

960 

326 

13 

263 

39 

North  Nibley  . . 

793 

260 

27 

119 

40 

Nympsfield 

253 

84 

7 

72 

4 

Slimbridge 

879 

291 

43 

197 

41 

Stinchcombe  . . 

386 

129 

28 

89 

6 

Uley  and  Owlpen 

1,071 

347 

Uley  10 
O’pen  — 

258 

47 

Wotton-under-Edge 

! 

3,544 

16,985 

1,180 

5,619 

29 

1,037 

127 

CONNECTIONS  TO  WATER  MAINS. 

During  1951  the  following  connections  were  made  to  the 
Council’s  water  mains: — 


Parish 

No.  of 
houses 

Meter 

Total 

Dursley  . . 

connected 

1 

- 

1 

Cam 

19 

1 

20 

Coaley 

9 

1 

10 

Slimbridge 

3 

— 

3 

Stinchcombe 

3 

1 

4 

North  Nibley 

— 

— 

— 

Wotton-under-Edge 

— 

1 

1 

Kingswood 

5 

1 

6 

Uley 

14 

— 

14 

Nympsfield 

12 

12 

66 

5 

71 

42 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


There  has  not  been  any  material  change  in  the  Sewerage  and 
Drainage  of  the  district.  During  the  past  live  years  the  average 
daily  quantity  of  sewage  at  the  Outfall  Works  has  risen  due  to 
the  considerable  building  activities  throughout  the  district  and 
improvements  in  the  sanitation  to  existing  properties. 

Additional  small  Disposal  Works  have  been  completed 
during  the  Year — one  for  the  22  Cornish  Unit  Houses  at  Coaley, 
and  the  other  sufficient  for  30  houses  at  Nympsfield.  There  are 
now  in  the  district  14  plants;  3 at  Coaley,  1 at  Slimbridge,  1 at 
Nympsfield,  1 at  Stinchcombe,  3 at  Kingswood,  2 at  North  Nibley 
and  3 at  Uley.  It  is  necessary  to  employ  a man  practically  full 
time  on  the  maintenance  of  these  small  disposal  plants. 

The  comprehensive  scheme  for  Dursley,  Cam,  Uley  and 
Coaley  prepared  by  the  Consultant  Engineers  still  awaits  Ministry 
approval.  Much  time  was  given  during  the  year  in  carrying  out 
further  investigations  to  those  already  completed  in  1950,  into  the 
trade  wastes  of  the  district.  Detailed  gaugings  of  the  quantity  were 
taken,  samples  submitted  for  analysis  and  the  information  obtained 
forwarded  to  the  Consultant  Engineers.  The  following  are  the 
works  concerned 

Messrs.  R.  A.  Lister  & Co.,  Dursley. 

Tinning  shop.  De-scaling  shop.  Plating  shop.  Old  Harden- 
ing shop.  Hardening  shop  and  the  Cylinder  Hardening  shop, 

Messrs.  J.  B.  Champion  & Sons,  Ltd.,  Dursley;  Carpet 
Manufacturers. 

From  the  Dyehouse. 

Messrs.  Hunt  & Winterbotham  Ltd.,  Cam:  Woollen  Manufacturers. 
Scouring  tanks  and  Dyehouse. 

Messrs.  Workman  Bros..  Ltd.,  Draycott  Flour  Mills,  Cam. 

Wheatwasher  and  Bleaching  apparatus. 

Messrs.  Daniels  (Cam)  Ltd. 

From  the  plasterboard  factory. 

Hourly  gaugings  were  taken  over  a period  of  one  week  of  the 
quantity  of  effluent  from  the  Gas  Works  and  the  flow  of  sewage  at 
the  Outfall  Works.  Simultaneously  samples  were  taken  for 
analysis. 

Old  Sewer,  Long  Street.  Dursley: 

This  sewer  at  present  discharges  into  the  River  Cam. 
Gaugings  of  the  quantity  of  sewage  during  the  dry  weather  and 
period  of  storm  were  taken  and  forwarded  to  the  Consultant 
Engineers.  It  has  been  decided  to  make  provision  for  this  sewer 
to  be  connected  up  to  the  proposed  new  scheme. 
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Proposed  Kingswood  Sewerage  Scheme  and  combined  Outfall 
Works  for  Wotton-under-Edge  and  Kingswood: — 

Gaugings  were  taken  of  the  flow  of  the  crude  sewage  at  the 
Outfall  Works  at  Wotton-under-Edge,  and  of  the  Little  Avon 
River  adjoining  the  works.  Data  regarding  the  population,  daily 
water  consumption  from  domestic,  industrial  and  farm  premises 
were  obtained  and  forwarded  to  the  Consultant  Engineers. 

Proposed  Schemes  for  Slimbridge,  Cambridge,  Stinchcombe,  and 
North  Nibley: — 

Information  regarding  the  number  of  properties,  population, 
and  daily  water  consumption  figures  in  the  areas  proposed  to  be 
sewered  were  obtained  and  forwarded  to  the  Consultant  Engineers. 

Wotton  Outfall  Works: — 

A petrol  driven  motor  and  Wickham  Diaphragm  Pump  for 
draining  the  Sludge  Beds  was  installed. 

7. — PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  erection  of  a new  Public  Convenience  at  Old  Town, 
Wotton-under-Edge,  was  completed. 

Ministry  approval  was  obtained  for  the  erection  of  a Public 
Convenience  at  Cam. 

8. — MAY  LANE  CAR  PARK. 

Plans  and  estimates  were  prepared  for  the  provision  of  an 
adequate  Bus  Station  at  May  Lane  Car  Park. 

9. — VINEYARD  LANE,  KINGSWOOD. 

A reinforced  concrete  retaining  wall  protecting  the  bank  from 
erosion  by  the  Little  Avon  River  was  carried  out,  this  alleviating 
any  damage  likely  to  be  caused  to  the  foundations  to  the  Council’s 
Houses  at  Vineyard  Lane,  Kingswood. 

10. — PLAYING  FIELDS. 

See  Saw  and  Swings  were  erected  at  the  Children’s  Playing 
Field  at  Highfields,  Dursley. 

11. — GARAGE  ACCOMMODATION. 

It  was  necessary  during  the  year  to  enlarge  the  Garage  at  the 
rear  of  the  Council  Offices  primarily  for  housing  the  new  Refuse 
Vehicle  and  in  addition  to  allow  for  garaging  all  the  vehicles 
belonging  to  the  Council. 

12. — PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Until  September,  1951,  two  controlled  tips  were  in  use, 
namely:— 

(a)  Refuse  Tip,  Cross  Roads,  Slimbridge. 

(b)  Refuse  Tip.  Old  Brickfields,  Wotton-under-Edge. 
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At  the  Slimbridge  Tip  plenty  of  soil  was  received  from  the 
County  Council’s  Highway  Department  when  they  were  carrying 
out  a new  road  widening  scheme  nearby.  When  the  tipping  was 
completed  the  earth  was  levelled  by  a heavy  bulldozer  and  is  now 
being  properly  worked  and  sown  to  grass.  Artificial  manure  has 
been  distributed  over  the  whole  area,  in  order  to  give  the  grass  seed 
as  good  a start  as  is  possible. 

The  refuse  tip  at  Old  Brickfields,  Wotton-under-Edge,  is  now 
closed,  but  to  date  the  tip  has  not  been  put  to  any  useful  purpose. 
It  is  possible,  however,  that  the  area  may  be  required  as  a sludge 
drying  area  for  the  adjoining  sewage  works. 

During  the  Year  the  Council  considered  the  question  of  future 
refuse  tips  in  the  area.  The  following  sites  were  considered:- 

The  Moat  Field.  Bradley  Green.  Wotton-under-Edge. 

Synwell  Playing  Field,  Wotton-under-Edge. 

Highfields  (Caswell  Stream  Site)  Dursley,  and 

The  Downs.  Old  Quarry,  Stinchcombe. 

The  Synwell  Playing  Fields  Association  approached  the 
Council  with  a view  to  getting  a part  of  the  playing  field  area 
levelled  up  as  at  present  the  slope  is  such  that  it  cannot  be  used, 
and  this  the  Council  agreed  to  do. 

After  this  tip  is  completed  refuse  will  be  tipped  at  the  High- 
fields (Caswell  Stream  Site)  Dursley. 

When  the  old  tips  at  the  Cross  Roads,  Slimbridge,  and  Old 
Brickfields,  Wotton-under-Edge,  were  closed  a new  controlled  tip 
was  started  at  the  Playing  Fields,  Wotton-under-Edge,  and  the 
refuse  from  the  whole  of  the  Rural  District  is  now  disposed  of  at 
this  site.  The  actual  disposal  area  is  quite  close  to  a number  of 
houses,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  not  ideal. 

In  order  to  improve  the  system  of  controlled  tipping  the 
Council  purchased  a Bristol  20  Angledozer  in  February,  and  this 
machine  has  proved  to  be  a great  asset. 

The  control  of  fly  and  cricket  infestation  at  the  tips  has  been 
maintained  by  the  regular  use  of  insecticides.  During  the  summer 
months,  however,  trouble  was  experienced  at  the  tips  by  large 
numbers  of  wasps  and  these  proved  difficult  to  get  rid  of.  The 
normal  strength  insecticides  which  were  effective  against  flies  were 
not  successful  against  wasps,  and  we  had  to  resort  to  the  use  of 
stronger  insecticides  and  at  times  to  one  which  contained  lethane. 
This  unfortunately  proved  costly.  In  addition  to  the  above  treat- 
ment all  wasps  nests  near  the  refuse  tips  were  dealt  with  by  the  use 
of  potassium  cyanide. 
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Refuse  Collection. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  collection  of  salvage  at  the  same  time 
as  refuse,  the  refuse  collection  timetable  was  amended  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Year. 

At  present  the  collection  of  refuse  is  made  weekly  in  the 
following  parishes: — Dursley,  Cam,  Wotton-under-Edge,  and 
Kingswood.  Fortnightly  collections  are  made  in  the  remaining 
parishes,  namely:— North  Nibley,  Uley,  Stinchcombe,  Slimbridge, 
Coaley.  Owlpen  and  Nympsfield. 

During  the  Year  the  Council  decided  to  purchase  a new  Refuse 
Collection  Vehicle  and  after  careful  thought  decided  to  order  a W. 
Type  rear  ground  loading  fore  and  aft  Tipper  from  Messrs. 
Shelvoke  & Drewry  Limited,  and  delivery  of  this  vehicle  was  made 
in  September.  The  vehicle  has  a double  cab  and  is  provided  with 
a salvage  rack  on  top  of  the  cabs.  To  date  the  vehicle  has  proved 
quite  satisfactory,  and  is  used  in  the  Dursley  and  Cam  areas.  At 
the  end  of  the  Year  the  Council  also  decided  to  have  the  oldest 
Bantam  Karrier  Refuse  Wagon  overhauled. 

The  scheme  under  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
whereby  the  Council  provides  and  maintains  refuse  bins  at  an 
annual  charge  of  5/-  for  each  dustbin  provided  by  them  was 
extended  during  the  year  and  a total  of  124  bins  were  issued. 

Salvage. 

The  collection  of  waste  paper  was  discontinued  at  the 
beginning  of  September,  1949,  and  was  commenced  again  at  the 
end  of  January,  1951.  At  the  same  time  private  contractors  began 
to  buy  waste  paper  from  large  shops  in  the  district,  and  later  in  the 
year  quite  a quantity  was  collected  by  private  organisations  and 
school  children.  The  total  collected  by  the  Council  during  the 
Year  and  sold  loose  to  a local  merchant  was  58  tons  2 cwts.  Its 
total  value  was  £494  19s.  3d. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  total  quantities  of  salvaged 
materials  collected  during  the  Year  and  its  total  value:- 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

58 

2 

0 

0 

494 

19 

3 

Rags 

. , . • 

2 

1 

13 

2 

7 

101 

Scrao  Iron  .. 
Mixed  Metals 

(brass. 

1 1 

15 

2 

0 

27 

3 

9 

aluminium. 

etc.)  ... 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Rubber 

. 

1 

3 

25 

14 

9 

Total: 

70 

2 

1 

10 

526 

5 

71 

' 2 
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13.— PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


During  the  Year  the  following  work  has  been  carried  out 


under  the  above  Act,  by  the  Pests  Officer: — 

Number  of  Private  Premises  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  1858 

Number  of  Business  Premises  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  382 

Number  of  Farms  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out  at  Private  Premises  ...  185 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out  at  Business  Premises  ...  217 

Number  of  inspections  of  Council  Properties  (other  than 

Council  Houses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Number  of  treatments  of  Council  Properties  (other  than 

Council  Houses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


In  addition  to  all  the  routine  work  of  inspection  and  treatment 
following  complaints,  and  re-inspections  of  properties  previously 
treated,  a systematic  inspection  of  Cam,  North  Nibley,  and  a part 
of  the  Wotton-under-Edge  area  has  been-  made.  Particular 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the  inspection  of  farms,  as  it  is  felt  that 
often  an  infested  farm  can  be  the  cause  of  a number  of  minor 
infestations  at  adjoining  properties.  All  farms  found  to  be 
infested  have  been  referred  to  the  Pest  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  & Fisheries  for  this  area;  his  co-operation  has  been 
excellent  and  much  successful  work  has  resubed  from  this  liason. 

On  occasions  difficulty  is  experienced  in  finding  a bait 
sufficiently  attractive  for  rats  in  premises  where  there  is  already 
enough  attractive  food  available.  This  trouble  occurred  once 
during  the  Year  and  all  the  recommended  baits  were  tried  without 
success.  The  Pests  Officer  experimented  and  eventually  succeeded 
with  a bait  of  sausage  rusk,  fried  fish,  together  with  the  fat  in  which 
the  fish  was  fried. 

During  the  Year  it  has  been  noticeable  that  local  tradespeople 
now  realise  the  need  for  prompt  action  in  reporting  the  presence  of 
rats  or  mice,  and  also  the  real  need  for  the  proofing  of  premises 
against  rat  and  mice  infestation.  Advice  has  been  given  to  many 
tradespeople  in  the  district  on  proofing  measures,  and  also  on  the 
correct  storing  of  goods.  Where  cognizance  of  this  advice  has  been 
taken  definite  improvement  has  resulted. 

Regular  test  baits  of  the  system  of  sewers  in  Dursley,  Cam, 
and  Wotton-under-Edge,  have  been  made.  In  the  Dursley  and 
Cam  system  19  manholes  out  of  a total  of  171  were  baited  and  in 
the  Wotton-under-Edge  system  16  manholes  out  of  a total  of  150. 
A minor  infestation  in  one  section  of  the  Dursley  system  was  found 
and  treated.  Since  then  a further  test  bait  has  been  made  and  the 
system  found  to  be  clear. 
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During  the  Year  a new  poison  has  been  introduced  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries  called  Warfarin.  This  poison 
is  an  anti  blood  coagulant  which  when  fed  to  rodents  over  a period 
of  three  to  ten  days  causes  the  blood  to  thin  and  results  in  internal 
haemorrhage  and  death.  The  poison  is  comparatively  harmless  to 
domestic  animals  and  the  following  table  shows  the  daily  amounts 
required  over  a period  of  five  days  to  kill  different  animals. 


Rattus  Norvegicus 

Rattus  rattus 

Cat 

Dog 

Pig 

Humans 


Bait  to  be  taken  per  day 
10  grams. 

8 grams. 

160  grams. 

900  grams. 

5000  grams. 
Poisoning  unknown. 


Warfarin  has  the  advantage  that  it  has  neither  taste  nor  smell 
and  induces  no  immediate  reaction  or  sickness.  A sub-lethal  dose 
is  never  recognised  and  rodents  are  never  suspicious.  Permanent 
baiting  points  can  therefore  be  used. 

It  has  the  disadvantages  of  always  having  to  be  made  up  in 
dry  bait  and  of  being  more  expensive  than  the  straight  poisons 
such  as  arsenic  or  zinc  phosphide. 

A number  of  experimental  treatments  have  been  carried  out 
in  the  district  with  this  poison  and  the  results  have  been  satisfactory. 

At  the  Health  and  Safe  Food  Exhibition  held  in  Dursley  during 
August,  much  interest  was  created  by  the  live  rat  and  mice  exhibits 
and  the  interest  taken  by  the  General  Public  in  the  Rodent  Control 
section  of  the  Exhibition  was  surprising. 

Many  interesting  films  were  shown  on  the  subject,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  as  a result  of  the  general  public  seeing  them  they 
have  made  a habit  of  reporting  infestations  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  more  freely. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948. 

1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

16 

2 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

66 

62 

4 

f 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

12 

26 

Total 

94 

90 

4 

Nil. 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


-i 

PARTICULARS 

Found 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 
icere  found 

Prosecutions 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 



— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Tern- 

perature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventila- 

tion 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage 

of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

: — 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

T OTAL 

6 

6 

2 

— 

Outwork  Sections  110  and  111 

Nature  of  Work 

Wearing  Apparel — Making  etc.  Number  of  outworkers  in 

list  required  by  Section  1 10-55. 
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15.— SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  VISITS  AND 
NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  1951. 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 

No.  of 
Inspections 
or  visits 

Water  Supply  18 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  476 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Public  Conveniences  48 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  326 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Shops  4 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Sewage  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Storage  of  Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Trade  Effluents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Licenced  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Upholsterers  4 

HOUSING. 

Under  Public  Health  Acts. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ....  ...  ^..  437 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  f 18 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  i ...  30 

Overcrowding. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  4 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits Ill 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  I.D.  53 

Visits  re  Disinfection  32 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  4 

Visits  to: 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  11 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 
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No.  of 
Inspections 
or  visits 

Under  Housing  Acts?— 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Condemnation  of  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Visits  in  connection  with  Sampling. 

Milk— Bacteriological  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Milk — Tubercle  Bacilli  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Milk — Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Rinse  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  milk  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Safe  Food  Exhibition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  228 

NOTICES  SERVED. 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  93 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  50 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  2 

I am,  Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Vour  obedient  Servant, 

H.  J.  DIMERY, 

Engineer  and  Surveyor  and 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


53 


INDEX 


PART  I. 

1.  — Social  Conditions  6 

2.  — Statistics  6 

3.  — Diphtheria  Immunisation  11 

4.  — Infectious  Disease  Statistics  15 

Tuberculosis  18 

5.  — National  Assistance  Act,  1948  20 

6.  — Milk  Supply  20 

7.  — Ice  Cream  21 

8.  — Meat  and  Food  Inspection  25 

9.  — Safe  Food  Exhibition  26 

10.  — Food  Premises  28 

11.  — Food  Poisoning  28 

12.  — Public  Houses  28 

13.  — Laboratory  Services  28 

14.  — Factory  Inspections  ! 28 

15.  — Fume  Nuisance  28 

16.  — Mortuary  Accommodation  29 

17.  — Moveable  Dwellings  29 

18.  — Housing  30 

PART  II. 

1.  — Housing  33 

2.  — Housing  Estate  Developments 36 

3.  — Building  Licences  37 

4.  — Building  Byelaws  37 

5.  — Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts  37 

6.  — Water  Supply  38 

7.  — Public  Conveniences  46 

8.  — May  Lane  Car  Park  46 

9.  — Vineyard  Lane,  Kingswood — Retaining  Wall  ...  46 

10.  — Playing  Fields  46 

11.  — Garage  Accommodation  ...  46 

12.  — Public  Cleansing  46 

13.  — Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  49 

14.  — Factories  Act,  1937,  and  1948  51 

15.  — Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  Visits  and  Notices 

Served  52 


